[Selenium poisoning in fattening swine].
A case of selenium toxicosis was observed in fattening pigs. Intoxication was caused by high levels of selenium in a commercial mineral premix. Instead of the recommended dose of 16 ppm Se, the mineral feed contained selenium at concentrations of 657 and 1059 ppm. The ration in use was found to contain more than 14 ppm selenium. Clinical symptoms were observed 5 to 6 weeks after the pigs began consuming the contaminated feed mixture. Feed intake was markedly reduced and animals showed severe lameness due to separation and necrosis of the hoof wall at the coronary band. Some pigs were reluctant to stand. In some cases alopecia was detected. At histopathological examination one animal with paralysis of the hind limbs revealed a focal bilaterally symmetric poliomyelomalacia in the lumbar segment of the spinal cord. Diagnosis was confirmed by high selenium contents of liver, kidneys and blood. After removing the incriminated feed no further pigs developed signs of intoxication. New horn growth was present and lame animals recovered slowly.